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SUBJ: VIEWS ON NUCLEAR APPAIRS OP DIRECTOR POR 
DISARMAMENT (MEA) K P JAIN 

1 . DURING COURSE OP A DINNER JULY 26, THE DIRECTOR 
POR DISARMAMENT (MEA) K P JAIN EXPLAINED HIS VIEWS TO 
EMBOPP ON A NUMBER OF ISSUES LIKELY TO BE DISCUSSED 
DURING THE COURSE OP THE NYE VISIT. WHILE JAIN IS NOT 
EXPECTED TO PARTICIPATE DIRECTLY IN THESE TALKS, WE 
BELIEVE THAT HE PROBABLY HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE GOES 
PREPARATIONS POR THE MEETINGS. MOST RECENTLY JAIN 
WAS THE LEADER OP THE INDIAN DELEGATION TO THE MARCH 
SESSION OF THE CCD. 

2. DISCUSSING THE NYE VISIT, JAIN ASKED WHAT SCOPE 
REMAINED POR THE TALKS, SINCE BOTH GOVERNMENTS HAVE 
BEEN VERY EXPLICIT IN MAKING THEIR POSITIONS KNOWN. 

EMBOPP REPLIED THAT TALKS WOULD SERVE TO CLARIPY 
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CONCERNS ON BOTH SIDES ON A VARIETY OP ISSUES AND 
THAT ON A TOPIC SUCH AS PULL SCOPE SAPEGUARDS THERE 
APPEARED TO BE ROOM FOR FURTHER ELUCIDATION OP 
POSITIONS. CONCERNING THE SAPEGUARDS ISSUE, JAIN 
CRITICALLY POINTED TO THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN CIVIL 
AND MILITARY USES MADE BY THE US. 
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3. JAIN THEN TURNED TO THE AMERICAN CONCERN WITH 
BREEDER REACTOR TECHNOLOGY. HE STRESSED THE PROBLEM 
OF COUNTRIES SUCH AS INDIA WHICH WERE DEPENDENT ON 
OTHERS FOR URANIUM AND SAID THEY WERE VULNERABLE TO 
HAVING THEIR SUPPLY INTERRUPTED, CITING THIS AS A 
POSSIBILITY IN THE CASE OE TARPUR. MOREOVER, BREEDER 
TECHNOLOGY WAS IMPORTANT TO INDIA WHICH WAS FORTUNATE 
TO HAVE SUBSTANTIAL RESERVES OF THORIUM. FINALLY HE 
QUESTIONED THE USG'S MOTIVES IN ITS CONCERN WITH 
BREEDER REACTORS. US ANXIETY ABOUT BREEDERS IS 
INTENDED, HE SAID, TO DIVERT ATTENTION FROM THE REAL 
PROBLEM, WHICH IS VERTICAL PROLIFERATION. 

4. CONCERNING THE DANGER TO INDIA FROM PAKISTAN'S 
ACQUIRING A REPROCESSING PLANT FROM FRANCE, JAIN 
DENIED THAT THIS POSED ANY PROBLEM. WHILE HE 
RECOGNIZED THAT PAKISTAN MIGHT BE ABLE TO OBTAIN 
PLUTONIUM PROM THIS FACILITY, HE WAS CONFIDENT THAT 
PAKISTAN DID NOT HAVE THE TECHNOLOGY TO UTILIZE IT 
TO PRODUCE AN EXPLOSIVE DEVICE. INDEED, EXCEPT FOR 
ISRAEL AND SOUTH AFRICA, NO OTHER NON-NUCLEAR 
COUNTRY HAS THE NECESSARY TECHNLOGY. HE SAID THE 
FRENCH REPROCESSING PLANT WAS A "TURN KEY " PROJECT 
WHICH WOULD NOT CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO 
PAKISTAN'S NUCLEAR KNOW-HOW. 
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5. THE CONVERSATION TURNED TO THE NUCLEAR STRATEGY 
OF THE USSR, AND JAIN DECLINED TO SEE ANY POSSIBILITY 
THAT THE SOVIETS WERE DEVELOPING A FIRST STRIKE, 
COUNTER-FORCE CAPABILITY, AS IS SUGGESTED BY THEIR 
DEPLOYMENT OF HEAVY WARHEADS. IN HIS VIEW THE 

SOVIET BEHAVIOR IS EXPLAINED AS THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE 
AVAILABLE TO THE USSR IN RESPONSE TO THE FAR SUPRIOR 
TECHNOLOGY, PARTICULARLY THE PRECISION OF US WEAPONS. 
SUCH ARGUMENR THAT THE SOVIETS ARE DEVELOPING A FIRST 

STRIKE CAPABILITY IS BEING ADVANCED IN THE US, 

ACCORDING TO JAIN, TO JUSTIFY INCREASED EXPENDITURES 
FOR STRATEGIC ARMS. 

6. AND FINALLY ON THE NPT, JAIN EMPHASIZED THAT THE 
GOI WOULD NOT ATTACK THE TREATY. IT COMMENTED ONLY 
WHEN INDIA WAS CRITICZED FOR NOT SIGNING IT. 

GOHEEN 
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